
Burnie – Then and Now 
 
Although Burnie’s history dates back to 1827, a century later the town was still 
quite small; in 1936 the population was only about 4,000. These photos are 
from a commemorative edition of the local newspaper The Advocate  of 1936. 
Both photos were taken from “Wilf Campbell’s Hill” and show the town centre 
with the port (left) and South Burnie’s foreshore with Round Hill in the distance 
(right).  
 

 
 
The year 1936 and the area of South Burnie were both significant for the town’s 
modern-day history because of the construction then and there of a new factory;  
a pulp and paper mill. The mill commenced operation in 1938, producing 15,000 
tonne of fine – printing and writing – papers.  In 1939, an edition of The 
Advocate  was produced on paper from the mill and this marked the first 
occasion in the world that paper had been made from 100% eucalypt pulp. Most 
importantly for the town, the presence of the mill brought about a great surge in 
employment: In the 1950’s the mill itself employed 5,000 people and the town 
grew rapidly to accommodate this demand. In the 1980’s, Burnie officially 
became a city, with population in excess of 20,000. 
 
The two photos below, both taken from Wilf Campbell’s Hill, show the same 
scenes in 2000. The paper mill buildings are visible in the distance. 
 

 
 
     
Today, the vast majority of people in Burnie live on the elevated area behind 
Wilf Campbell’s Hill. 
 


